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PRINCIPAL SHARED PATH — NORTH FREMANTLE 
Grievance 

DR D.J. HONEY (Cottesloe — Leader of the Liberal Party) [9.47 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for 
Transport, and I thank the minister for taking it. I rise to speak on behalf of residents of North Fremantle who, like 
me, are supportive of the development of the principal shared path along the rail line, but are concerned about the 
adverse impact of the currently planned location on residents of Pearse and Jackson Streets, North Fremantle. 
As I often say, it is the local residents, not the planners and developers, who have to live with the legacy of planning 
and development decisions, and that is why local views must be respected in such decisions. The residents are 
greatly alarmed to have been informed that the current plan is obtaining EPA approval and therefore looks to be 
locked in place. 

I ask the minister to have the relevant officials meet with residents to discuss in detail their alternative proposals, 
and provide a response either about why their plan is not acceptable or, hopefully, on how they intend to change 
the plans to accommodate community views. I acknowledge that the minister played a key role in looking at the 
location of the bridge in North Fremantle, and that North Fremantle residents were very grateful for that intervention. 
The change of location of the new rail bridge and hence the new Victoria Street Bridge met community expectations, 
and I hope it will be possible to meet community expectations on this matter as well. 

The residents and businesses in the area are very concerned about plans for a PSP running on the eastern side of 
the railway line, directly behind homes. The impact on the lives of the people in Pearse Street would be very negative. 
A high wall, constant lighting, regular noise and antisocial behaviour could be just some of the potential impacts 
and concerns. The PSP itself would not even be accessible to the people of Pearse Street, adding to the belief that 
North Fremantle is being treated as a thoroughfare to Fremantle’s CBD.  

Concerned residents had a meeting with the Fremantle Bridges Alliance. The residents were invited to put forth 
their own proposals for consideration. Subsequently, the local residents developed alternative options with assistance 
from a local architect’s firm. The residents identified a number of problems with the plan put forward by the 
government, including North Fremantle not simply being a corridor to Fremantle proper. North Fremantle is part 
of Fremantle and is therefore also a destination. It is the northern gateway and should be neither excluded nor 
bypassed. On that basis, if the objective of the principal shared path network is to provide a connection between 
Perth and Fremantle and North Fremantle is recognised as the gateway, then that objective has been achieved. 

The residents are also concerned that the proposal is not for a shared path. The way it has been designed is as 
a bike highway, which is not suitable for young, old and, especially, disabled pedestrians, who are more likely to 
be local and to find the Tydeman Road–Queen Victoria Street intersection simpler, shorter and safer. High-speed 
commuter bike traffic is definitely not compatible with slower local traffic. That does not mean there is no room 
for high-speed traffic, but the longer, more isolated paths such as those north of North Fremantle station are more 
suitable for that traffic. One option that the residents favoured was that traffic should slow down and filter through 
North Fremantle, just as intended for the rest of the city. If a bike highway is considered necessary for whatever 
reason, consideration should be given to keeping it on the western side of the rail reserve so that it could better serve 
the future subdivision between the reserve, Leighton and whatever residents are going to end up with on the old 
industrial site on Bracks Street. I think that a very attractive option would be to build a tunnel under Tydeman Road. 
That was an option that the residents considered could be an alternative route from Bracks Street. I guess residents 
are concerned about the intimate connection of the proposal for the cycleway with the bridge, but I do understand 
why that would be required. 

Longer term residents have experience with the railway easement being open to the public. It resulted in many 
night-time users commuting between the pub and the station. That caused unnecessary safety and security events 
to occur along the pathway, and a number of instances of people jumping over fences into yards and even entering 
homes. Realigning the path to the western side would stop the PSP users having to cross the Fremantle railway 
line. Residents have been aware of numerous instances of unpleasant interactions and outright abuse between bike 
riders and pedestrians. 

Residents have noted that this section of the PSP is being delivered in a different manner from many of the more 
recent extensions of the path as it is included in the delivery of the broader Fremantle Traffic Bridge replacement 
project. Residents watched with interest as options for the bridge alignment were presented and discussed with 
various stakeholders. However, no other option for alignment of the PSP has been presented or appears to have 
been considered, apart from a continuation of the path along the eastern side of the railway line. Residents were 
advised by the Fremantle Bridges Alliance that the proposed alignment of the principal shared path to the east 
side of the Fremantle train line between North Fremantle station and Tydeman Road was being sent to the 
Environmental Protection Authority. The residents are extremely concerned that the government is pushing ahead 
with the original plan, despite genuine concerns and problems being identified by local residents. The residents 
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whose houses will be closest to any section of the Fremantle line PSP on its current alignment consider that the 
impact of the design will be just as relevant to them as any of the bridge alignment options were to other residents 
of North Fremantle. 
North Fremantle is a vibrant community experiencing population growth, including more young families with 
children, and it is expected to grow further with likely future expansion of residential space. I ask the minister to 
reconsider the current planned location of the PSP through North Fremantle and consider a route to the west side 
of the railway line. I thank the minister for taking my grievance. 
MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.53 am]: I thank the member for the grievance. Of 
course, the development of a PSP, now known as a bike super highway, which I thought everyone liked — 
Dr D.J. Honey: I was quoting the residents’ statements. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Yes. I try to be very—what is the word—understanding on all these issues, and I will try to be 
very understanding, because I know that change is difficult. Many people do not like change, particularly when it 
comes to areas around their home, so I can understand that change is difficult. But I actually thought that people 
liked bike paths. 
I will go through what we have done already in relation to connectivity. Of course, the fact is that we have already 
delivered a lot with the cyclepath from Perth to Fremantle. It has been one of those projects that I thought was 
pretty much universally loved. I have people come up to me in random places saying, “I love what you’ve done in 
relation to the Curtin Ave bike path.” They just love it because for the first time they have this new connection. 
Mr R.H. Cook: Minister, that bike path south of Grant Street station will put you into legend status for cyclists 
forever more! 
The SPEAKER: I am not sure you are objective, Deputy Premier! 
Dr D.J. Honey: With respect, minister, the residents weren’t complaining about freedom of speech. It was the location. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Yes, I understand that and, like I said, I understand that change is tricky. But this is a bike path 
along a rail line. It will be a key connection. On this, I will say that there were meant to be some workshops with 
the community earlier this year, but they were postponed or deferred because of COVID, and now there is going 
to be some direct engagement with the relevant residents to understand their full concerns. 
I understand their concerns about lighting and those sorts of issues, but I will go back to the first step. The alignment 
has not actually been finalised, because the total design of the new traffic bridge has not been finalised. I go back 
to that key point, which is that we have been working to make sure that we deliver a new traffic bridge that does 
not impact too much on North Fremantle residents. We changed the alignment to reflect their concerns about having 
the road moved closer to their homes, so we made sure that did not happen. We are working with Fremantle about 
its connections south of the river and how it feeds into Queen Victoria Street, East Street and all those different 
configurations, because we want to make sure that this bridge delivers traffic movement and improves the pedestrian 
and cycling linkages north and south. We understand that we need to service the port as it stands today and the 
port and the area as it will stand in 20 years’ time. It is a very complex project to try to meet the expectations of 
having free-flowing traffic and much better links between the north and the south, as well as the needs of pedestrians, 
cyclists and the current port compared with the needs of the area into the future. It has been tricky. Of course, the 
PSP connectivity is part of that, both north and south. We have done much work on this PSP going into the city 
and at that third stage going across the water. How do we make sure that there is connectivity to the north and also to 
the south to get into Fremantle? We have been juggling a number of options. I understand the concern of the residents, 
but the PSP is adjacent to a rail line. I can understand concerns about lighting, because their backyard is probably 
not lit up and is pretty dark at the moment. 
I refer to the issues of activity. 
A government member: Surely there won’t be more antisocial activity. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Yes, I would say that a dark area next to a train line is probably going to be more problematic 
than having a PSP, but, again, people might have different views on that. People will just have to go along the street 
and around the corner to connect to that PSP, so I think they will have some benefits of the connection. I understand 
some, but probably not all, of the concerns, because, again, people will walk out to Pearse Street, come around and 
connect to the PSP. This is along residents’ back fences all the way. 
We will continue to engage and look at the alternatives that have been put forward. I will commit to looking at 
those alternatives. But there is an existing rail line, and building that PSP along the rail reserve has been the best 
part of this project, in a sense, because it is direct and it is clean. It is going along a rail reserve, so it is not impacting 
too many residents by going along the front of their homes. Using that rail reserve has been the best part of the project. 
It may make sense to depart from that alignment, depending on the final alignment of the road for the pedestrian, 
cycling and rail bridges as part of the bridge. There may be some benefit in doing that. We will take that into 
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consideration. As I said, there will be further consultation with residents. Unfortunately, some community meetings 
were deferred, but we will work on this one. The current proposal looks like a strong one for the alignment, but if 
there is a better proposal, we will definitely consider it. 
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